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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions 
and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) An assembly comprising a steering 
wheel and a vibration damping device, said vibration damping 
device comprising: 

a damping means unit arranged in said steering 

wheel, 

an attenuation mass mounted for vibration movement 
in said steering wheel and connected with said damping means 
unit , and 

a sensor for sensing a vibration parameter of the 
steering wheel and providing a variable output signal 
depending upon the value of the vibration parameter, 

an electrical control unit coupled with said damping 
moans unit to actuate said damping moans unit , 

said control unit being able to , after actuation of 
said damping moans unit , further control said damping moans to 
alter in response to said variable output signal of said 
sensor changing mechanical vibration characteristics of said 
device such that different vibration frequencies can be damped 
based on the present value of the vibration parameter of the 
steering wheel . 


Claim 2 (Currently Amended) The assembly according to Claim 1, 
wherein said damping means unit is designed such that said 
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mechanical vibration characteristics of said device can be 
altered by supplying electrical energy to said damping means 
I unit . 

[Claim 3 (Canceled) 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended) The assembly according to Claim 2, 
I wherein said damping means unit comprises a material which 
altera mechanical characteristics , wherein the mechanical 
[ vibration characteristics of the material alter with said 
supply of electrical energy to said damping unit . 

Claim 5 (Canceled) 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented) The assembly according to Claim 
4, wherein said material is an electrorheological fluid. 

Claim 7 (Canceled) 
Claim 8 (Canceled) 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended) An assembly comprising a steering 
wheel and a vibration damping device, said vibration damping 
device comprising: 

a damping moans unit including a hollow damping body 
| arranged in said steering wheel, 

a mass core acting as an attenuation mass arranged 
inside said hollow damping body, and 
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an electrical control unit coupled with said damping 
Imea*^ unit, said electrical control unit being able to alter 
mechanical vibration characteristics of said damping mea-as- 
[unit such that different vibration frequencies can be damped. 

Claim 10 (Previously Presented) The assembly according to 
I claim 9, wherein said hollow damping body is made of an 
elastic material. 

Claim 11 (Previously Presented) The assembly according to 
J claim 9, wherein said hollow damping body is ring-shaped. 

Claim 12 (Currently Amended) The assembly according to Claim 
1, wherein said damping moans unit includes a hollow body made 
of an elastic material. 

[Claim 13 (Previously Presented) The assembly according to 
| Claim 12, wherein said hollow body is ring-shaped. 

'Claim 14 (Canceled) 

[Claim 15 (Previously Presented) The assembly according to 
Claim 12, wherein said hollow body contains one of an 
[electrorheological and magnetorheological fluid. 

Claim 16 (Currently Amended) An assembly comprising a steering 
wheel and a vibration damping device, said vibration damping 
device comprising: 
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a damping mcano unit including a hollow damping body 
arranged in said steering wheel, 

a mass core acting as an attenuation mass arranged 
inside said hollow damping body, and 

an electrical control unit coupled with said damping 
mcano unit , said electrical control unit being able to alter 
mechanical vibration characteristics of said device such that 
different vibration frequencies can be damped, 

said hollow damping body containing one of an 
electrorheological fluid and a magnetorheological fluid. 

Claim 17 (Canceled) 

Claim 18 (New) The assembly according to claim 16 including a 
sensor for sensing the vibration frequency of the steering 
wheel and providing a variable output signal depending upon 
the vibration frequency, and wherein said control unit, after 
actuation of said damping unit, in response to said variable 
output signal of said sensor changing mechanical vibration 
characteristics of said device such that different vibration 
frequencies can be damped based on the present vibration 
frequency of the steering wheel. 

Claim 19 (New) The assembly according to claim 9 including a 
sensor for sensing the vibration frequency of the steering 
wheel and providing a variable output signal depending upon 
the vibration frequency, and wherein said control unit, after 
actuation of said damping unit, in response to said variable 
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output signal of said sensor changing mechanical vibration 
characteristics of said device such that different vibration 
frequencies can be damped based on the present vibration 
frequency of the steering wheel. 

Claim 20 (New) The assembly according to claim 19, wherein 
said hollow damping body is made of an elastic material. 

Claim 21 (New) The assembly according to claim 19, wherein 
said hollow damping body is ring-shaped. 


-6- 


This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCED) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 


